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MINUTES
QUORUM COURT
July 9, 2026

The meeting was called to order by County Judge Herman H. Houston.
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Katie Howard led the Invocation.

Erin Rowbotham called the roll. Ray Hobbs was absent.

Minutes of the June meeting were approved with a motion from Mike
Estes and a second from Bryan Cooper, all were in favor.

Treasurer’s Report was given. Judge Houston stated “we're not
broke...ya'll are being responsible [with funds]” Rickey Casey said that we
had received 911 funds from the State and explained that money from the
State on pre-paid phones was down and the State was looking into it, he
continued by explaining that cities have been billed for their portion.
Judge Houston explained the ARPA balance that was shown in his office
and the treasurer also had her records. The treasurer stated she had a
Court Order ready for the Judge to correct the Recorder Cost fund.
Members questioned the Reappraisal Fund - Assessor Rusty Hardgrave
stated that the full amount was budgeted for and it was partially
reimbursed. The Violence Against Women Fund was questioned, the
treasurer stated that we are waiting on a payment. Motion to approve was
made by Pete Petersen, seconded by Larry Jones. All were in favor.

Public Comment Ronnie Terry from Hagarville expressed concerns over
the Data Cener and the lack of information and stated that public
hearings should have been done sooner. JP Katie Howard clarified that
there were hearings 3 years ago. Terry continued with concerns over
water and noise. JP Paula Ober stated this was not a county issue. Terry
said he understood but said "ya'll can hear my comments”.

ORDINANCE 2004

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE OPERATION OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES FOR FY 2026 Be it ordained by the Quorum Court of Johnson, County Arkansas.
There is hereby appropriated in the Marine Fuel Tax Program (3503) the sum of $ 67,481.17 to be
distributed as follows: ARKANSAS GAME AND FISH MARINE FUEL TAX PROGRAM (0632) CAPITAL
OUTLAY: CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS (4008)...$ 67,481.17; TOTAL....$ 67,481.17



Judge Houston explained this was appropriating the Marine Fuel Grant
with $5,000 of county money for a handicap fishing pier and kayak launch
at Horsehead Lake. This was a program collaborating with Arkansas
Game and Fish. Motion to approve by Paula Ober, seconded by Bryan
Cooper, all were in favor. Motion to place on second reading by title only
made by Paula Ober, seconded by Van Hill, all were in favor. Motion to
place on third reading by title only made by Paula Ober, seconded by
Bryan Cooper, all were in favor.

ORDINANCE 2005

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE OPERATION OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES FOR FY 2026 Be it ordained by the Quorum Court of Johnson County,
Arkansas: There is hereby appropriated in Court Security Grant Fund (3553) in the sum of $11,000 to be
distributed as follows: COURTROOM SECURITY (0505): SUPPLIES: Small Equipment (2002).....$
11,000.00; TOTAL...... $ 11,000.00

Judge Houston explained this was the Court Security Grant appropriation
and the funds would be used for electronic locks on the courtroom and
adjoining doorways near the courtroom. Bryan Cooper made a motion to
approve, seconded by Pete Petersen, all were in favor. Motion to place
on second reading by title only was made by Paula Ober, seconded by
Van Hill, all were in favor. Motion to place on third reading by title only
was made by Paula Ober, seconded by Bryan Cooper, all were in favor.

ORDINANCE 2006

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE OPERATION OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND
FOR OTHER PURPQSES FOR FY 2026 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF JOHNSON
COUNTY, ARKANSAS: THERE IS HEREBY APPROPRIATED IN COUNTY GENERAL (1000) IN THE SUM OF
$ 55,000.00 TO BE DISTRIBUTED AS FOLLOWS: SHERIFFS OFFICE (0400) CAPITAL OUTLAY: VEHICLES
(4005)....... $ 55,000.00; TOTAL: .....$ 55,000.00

Grant Nicely explained that the Sheriff's Office had wrecked and totaled
two vehicles and that these funds were appropriating the insurance
proceeds of approximately $42,000 and some additional to purchase two
used vehicles to replace those that were wrecked. The vehicles while
used are under 70,000 miles. Motion to approve made by Van Hill,
seconded by Paula Ober, all were in favor. Motion to place on second
reading by title only made by Paula Ober, seconded by Larry Jones, all



were in favor. Motion to place on third reading by title only made by
Paula Ober, seconded by Bryan Cooper, all were in favor.

ORDINANCE 2007
AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING MONIES FOR THE OPERATION OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND

FOR OTHER PURPOSES FOR FY 2026 Be it ordained by the Quorum Court of Johnson County,
Arkansas: There is hereby transferred in County General Fund (1000) to 911 Fund (3020) the sum of $
24,294.94. To be distributed as follows: FROM: SHERIFFS OFFICE (0400):PERSONAL SERVICES:
SALARIES - WARRANTS CLERK (1001)....$ 19,756.80; FICA - 1006....$ 1,511.40; RETIREMENT -
1008....$ 3,026.74; TOTAL....$ 24,294.94; TO: 911 FUND (0501): PERSONAL SERVICES: SALARIES -
WARRANTS CLERK (1001)........$ 19,756.80; FICA - 1006.......$ 1,511.40; RETIREMENT - 1008.......... $
3,026.74 TOTAL......... $24,294.94

It was explained this was moving the warrants clerk position out from
under the Sheriff's Office and placing it under 911. The ordinance also
moved the appropriated funds for the position, this move was being
made because the position required dispatcher certifications and made
more sense under 911. Bryan Cooper questioned if this move could be
made without first going through personnel and if it was essentially
creating a new position. Judge Houston stated that we could "hold off
and call a personnel committee meeting?” 911 Director, Tracy Fleetwood
stated that this position moving under here will still only do warrants and
is not a new dispatcher position and will eliminate a dispatcher having to
do warrants work. Sheriff Grant Nicely stated that we are not creating a
new position but moving position and funding. Judge Houston said
doing it by ordinance constitutes law. Pete Petersen asked for clarification
if this was creating a new position. Fleetwood responded no, that when
the warrants clerk left a dispatcher began doing that job and no one is
filling that function fully. Grant Nicely stated that the warrants clerk is
currently vacant and no one is gaining anything. Kris Muldoon stated “so
it's a wash, we should just vote and go on.” Motion to approve made by
Paula Ober, seconded by Van Hill, all were in favor with Bryan Cooper
abstaining. Motion to place on second reading by title only made by
Paula Ober, seconded by Van Hill, all were in favor with Bryan Cooper
abstaining. Motion to place on third reading by title only was made by
Paula Ober, seconded by Larry Jones, all were in favor with Bryan Cooper
abstaining.



RESOLUTION 368

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF JOHNSON COUNTY TO UTILIZE FEDERAL-AID
MONIES FOR THE FOLLOWING PROJECT: Little Mulberry Creek Bridge Replacement on County Road
5099 (Structure No. 23458)WHEREAS, Johnson County (hereinafter called the “County”) understands
Federal-aid funds are available for certain local projects at the following Federal and County
participating ratios per project: WHEREAS, the County is requesting the Arkansas Department of
Transportation (hereinafter called the “Department”) make funding available to replace the Little
Mulberry Creek Bridge (Structure No. 23458) on County Road 5099; and WHEREAS, the Department has
agreed to provide Federal-aid funds for ninety percent of the costs for a feasibility study; and WHEREAS,
the Department will assign an on-call consultant to perform the feasibility study, which will include
preliminary engineering for conceptual level plans and development of a planning-level cost estimate;
and WHEREAS, upon completion of the feasibility study, the County will request additional funding for
future phases as needed. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE QUORUM COURT OF JOHNSON
COUNTY, ARKANSAS, THAT: SECTION I: The County will participate in accordance with its designated
responsibilities in this project. SECTION II: The Judge, or their designated representative, is hereby
authorized and directed to execute all appropriate agreements and contracts necessary to expedite the
construction of this project. SECTION IlI: The County pledges its full support and hereby authorizes the

Arkansas Department of Transportation to initiate action to implement this project.

Judge Houston explained that this bridge had been closed by ArDot and
temporary emergency repairs had been completed to open it back up but
the bridge was in dire need of replacement. This is a 90/10 grant
program through ArDot. Motion to approve by Bryan Cooper, seconded
by Larry Jones, all were in favor.

Comp Time Report, was given.
New Business

Judge Houston made the recommendation to place Shonda Walters on
the hospital board to replace Ethan Rogers, who resigned. Paula Ober
moved to accept, Larry Jones seconded. All were in favor.

Judge Houston made the recommendation to place Eddie Lindsey on the
Equalization Board to replace Barry Rogers who was retiring. Bryan
Cooper made motion to accept, Pete Petersen seconded. All were in
favor.

Old Business

Katie Howard expressed concerns over the financials. She stated that she
was concerned about “not getting accurate information” and “would like
to entertain an external audit” and requested that the Judge get a cost
estimate. Judge Houston questioned that usually when an audit is



requested it is because “you feel something is wrong.” Howard said she
would just like to make sure “we are getting the most accurate
information” before going into budgets. Houston stated that he would
check with legal counsel. Kris Muldoon stated that he agreed with the
idea of looking into an audit. Howard also questioned the monthly
reconciliations and asked if they were being done. The treasurer had left
the meeting so Houston called for a 5 minute recess to have her return.
Once resuming meeting, Howard stated that she had concerns over
unresolved financial requests and felt an audit would give a more clear
picture. Katie Howard made a motion to “look into having an audit of
county finances.” Motion was seconded by Kris Muldoon. All were in
favor. Mike Estes stated that he wanted it known that he was not accusing
anyone nor felt there were any misappropriations. Others echoed.

Paula Ober made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Bethany Bean. All
were in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Erin Rowbotham, Quorum Court Secretariat



ORDINANCE #

AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING MONIES FOR THE OPERATION OF COUNTY
GOVERNMENT AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES FOR FY 2026

Be it ordained by the Quorum Court of Johnson County, Arkansas:

There is hereby transferred in 911 Fund(3020) to Road Fund(2000) the sum of

$17,112.22.

To be distributed as follows:

FROM:
911 FUND (0501):
PERSONAL SERVICES:
SALARIES — PART TIME ROAD SIGNS MAINT (1002).............. $15,896.16
FICA — 1006 eeeieieecereereresninessesssessessesssessaseessassnsssesossasssassnes S 1,216.06
TOTAL.ccrtieireiricccreceeseeeeeseseessssssesssssraossssssessssasessrottaneessaassesssan $17,112.22
TO:
ROAD FUND (0200):
PERSONAL SERVICES:
SALARIES — PART TIME ROAD SIGNS MAINT (1002).............. $ 15,896.16
FICA = L00B.....ccueeeeieeeesrenrenesseesesssesssssessessossnsanensesnssssesaessesassans S 1,216.06
TOTAL.oeeiererienessrereesessssesessassassassssessessssssesesseassessassssesasaassnsases $17,112.22
DATED

HERMAN H. HOUSTON, JOHNSON COUNTY JUDGE
ATTEST:

ERIN ROWBOTHAM, QUORUM COURT SECRETARIAT



Arkansas Community Assistance Grant Program
Resolution Passed by City Council/Quorum Court/Non-Profit Board

Date: July 22, 2026

Resolution #
Be it resolved by the City Council/Quorum Court/Non-Profit Board of Johnson

State of Arkansas a resolution entitled: Y2/ Community Building

A Resolution authorizing the Mayor/Judge/President of Yale Community Building o apply for a grant
on behalfof Yale Community Building  whereas the Yale Community Building

City Council/Quorum Court/Non-Profit Board has determined that Yale (community/non-profit)

meets eligibility requirements necessary to apply for a grant under the Arkansas Community Assistance Grant
Program, and

Whereas, the Yale (community/non-profit) has presented plans to 2PPly for a new roof
remove old metal from roof top, install decking on top of laths and install new roof (des cripti on Of pro J ec. I) and whereas, the Ci ty

Council/Quorum Court/Non-Profit Board of JOhNson recognizes the need for the project,

concurs with its importance, and supports the_Y ale Community (community/non-profit) in its

efforts to proceed with the same, and
Whereas, the_Yale Community Building (ommunify/on-profit) has furnished proof that they have
raised $ 5,900.00 through community cash and/or in-kind donations to be applied to the

project as a local match;

Be it further resolved that the Mayor/County Judge/President of JOhnson County is

hereby authorized to submit an application of formal request to the Arkansas Economic Development

Commission for purpose of securing state grant funds in the amount of $ 29,500.00

to aid and assist the_Y &€ COMMUNILY (community/mon-profiy) in executing the proposed project

described herein and that the Mayor/County Judge or Recorder/Treasurer/President’
of Johnson county is further authorized to administer the grant funds for the same project.

THIS RESOLUTION ADOPTED IN REGULAR SESSION (date).

Approved:

Signature of Mayor/County Judge/Board President

Attest:

Signature of City or County Clerk

Note: This is a sample copy of a resolution intended to assist applicants in knowing what to submit.



